
3CHAMPLAIN BRIDGE 

4. BELVÉDÈRE LA VERENDRYE / MACKENZIE

5. DUPÉRÉ BRIDGE AND WOOD DUCK MARSH
Dupéré Bridge (the wooden bridge) crosses a marsh 
zone where high water from spring snow melt and  
runoff floods the woods. When flooded, this marsh 
and woods are a good place to see Wood Ducks. 
Muskrats are also often seen in the shallow water.

6. HICKORY POINT
Resting in the shade, you will surely notice the 
shaggy, curly bark of the Shagbark Hickory.
This tree species is becoming increasingly rare  
in Québec and is likely to be designated threatened  
or vulnerable. 

1. SIMARD BAY
Sport fishermen frequent Simard Bay in winter as well 
as in summer. Thanks to its abundant aquatic plants, 
calm shallows, and well aerated water (following  
passage over the rapids), the bay is home and a  
spawning site for many species of fish. The bay is  
also an important habitat for aquatic birds.  
In summer turtles can be seen basking in the sun  
and many species of dragonflies are active.

2. THE DAM / THE RAPIDS
The Deschênes rapids powered sawmills and grain 
mills from 1850, at a time when water power was 
still one of the main sources of energy. In 1889, at the 
beginning of the electric era, the dam which is visible 
today, was built. The electricity it generated powered 
a trolley line running between Aylmer and Ottawa.  

3. CONROY ISLAND
The island is named for Robert Conroy (1811-1868) 
and his family, who operated a number of businesses 
powered by electricity from the Deschênes rapids 
from 1850 to 1910. Four species of aquatic birds nest 
on Conroy Island between April and September: 
Ring-billed Gull, Double-crested Cormorant Black-
crowned Night Heron and Great Egret. Because there 
is open water at the rapids throughout the year, bird 
species diversity is high in all seasons.

7. FORTIN PARK
Near the cycle path, Lamoureux Marsh is home to a 
great diversity of plant and animal species. Beavers 
are constantly at work. Frogs, turtles, birds such as 
the Belted Kingfisher, dragonflies and salamanders 
can also be seen. A number of rare species are found 
here, such as the Northern Watermeal, the world’s 
smallest flowering plant.

8. HERITAGE BUILDING ASSOCIATED WITH HULL 
     ELECTRIC RAILWAY

9. HULL ELECTRIC RAILWAY CAR BARN

10. ANDRÉ-TOUCHET COMMUNITY CENTRE 

THE DESCHÊNES RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION supports 
sustainable development of our community and seeks 
to preserve Deschênes’ identity. The Association 
undertakes and encourages study and conservation of 
our neighbourhood’s natural and historical heritage.
www.vive-deschenes.ca

We gratefully acknowledge the contributions of our partners:  
the City of Gatineau (funding), le Club des ornithologues de  
l’Outaouais (species surveys and conservation projects),  
Nature Canada (the Lac Deschênes Important Bird Area).
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« Between the river and the old rail corridor there is a place where history and nature meet » 
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